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Doctors bribed to prescribe 
potent painkiller, Stein says 


BY ANNE BLYTHE 
ablythe@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
Attorney General Josh Stein 
filed a lawsuit on Thursday 
against Insys Therapeutics, an 
Arizona-based pharmaceutical 
company that he accused of 
illegally pushing a fentanyl- 
based cancer pain medication at 
headache clinics in North Car- 
olina to fatten company coffers. 
The lawsuit, filed in Wake 


County Superior Court, focuses 
on Subsys, a spray form of fen- 
tanyl that is 50 times stronger 
than heroin, according to Stein, 
and 100 times more potent than 
morphine. 

Because the medication is so 
powerful and addictive, the 
lawsuit contends, Subsys is only 
supposed to be marketed to 
prescribers for use by cancer 
patients experiencing “severe 
‘breakthrough’ pain” after other 
pain medications no longer 
provide relief. 


Because that was such a limit- 
ed market, Stein contends, the 
company developed a strategy 
to push doctors to prescribe the 
drug to non-cancer patients. To 
bolster his claim, the attorney 
general highlighted comments 
that Alec Burlakoff, a Charlotte- 
based vice president of sales, is 
alleged to have made at a na- 
tional sales meeting in 2015 
before he was indicted and 
arrested a year later. 

“These (doctors) will tell you 
all the time, well, I’ve only got 


© Moreinsive 


CDC releases grim new opioid overdose 
figures. 5A 


like eight patients with cancer,” 
the lawsuit describes Burlakoff 
saying at the meeting. “... Doc, 
I’m not talking about any of 
those patients. I don’t want any 
of those patients. That’s, that’s 
small potatoes. That’s nothing. 
That’s not what I’m here do- 
ing.” 

That strategy, according to 


the lawsuit, included “giving 
illegal kickbacks — often in the 
form of speaking fees — to doc- 
tors who excelled at promoting 
and prescribing Subsys to non- 
cancer patients.” The lawsuit 
contends that Insys deceived 
health insurance companies into 
paying for prescriptions by lead- 
ing the insurers to believe the 
drugs were being prescribed to 
cancer patients when they knew 
they weren’t. 

Insys employees also urged 
doctors to switch patients being 
prescribed other drugs not as 
potent as Subsys to their prod- 
uct, which often was at a start- 
ing dose more than 10 times 
what the label directed. 

Joe McGrath, a spokesman for 
the company, said there would 
be no comment from Insys at 
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Math 
teaching 
gets new 
formula 


BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Wake County students taking 
high-school-level math courses 
are now finding that getting the 
right answer isn’t always as 
important as the process they 
use to solve the problem. 

Wake began rolling out this 
school year new classroom ma- 
terials from the Mathematics 
Vision Project, a nonprofit 
education group that provides 
resources designed to align with 
the Common Core learning 
standards. 

Wake school leaders and 
teachers say the new materials 
have led to major changes in how 
math classes are run to shift from 
lecturing to having students work 
in groups to learn concepts 
through problem solving. 

“We have to teach failure as a 
part of learning,” said Brian 
Kingsley, Wake’s assistant su- 
perintendent for academics. “If 
we're going to be college and 
career ready, the answer isn’t 
always the most important 
thing. 

“It’s the process to be able to 
work in a team and ask teach- 
ers, to gain resources, making 
sure you're engaging in ques- 
tions around things you’re strug- 
gling with, learn how to come to 
a consensus, learn how to think 
creatively.” 

The new materials are being 
used this school year by the 
14,305 Wake high school and 
middle school students taking 
Math 1. They will be phased in 
for other high school math 
courses over the following two 
school years. 

Math and English/language 
arts instruction became a focus 
of parent and legislative fury 
after North Carolina joined 
many other states in 2012 in 
using the Common Core stan- 
dards. The math standards were 
designed to emphasize critical 
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BY JANE STANCILL 
_jstancill@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
fter many decades, 
N.C. State Universi- 
ty’s bell tower will 
finally live up to its 
name. 

The 115-foot granite land- 
mark off Hillsborough Street 
will get something that any 
respectable bell tower should 
have: bells. Since its dedication 
in 1949, the bell sounds have 
come from speakers near the 
top of the tower, produced by 
an automated carillon in a 
nearby building. 

Installation of 54 bells will 
come about a century after the 
Memorial Belltower was first 
planned to honor alumni who 
died in World War I. It’s part 
of a renovation of the tower, 
with new bells made possible 
with a gift from Bill and Franc- 
es Henry of Gastonia. Bill 
Henry is a 1981 graduate of 


Madeline Severance, a biological sciences major, gets her first look 
at the tower's shrine room Dec. 14, a day before winter graduation. 
The tower is described as “the most iconic structure on campus.” 


NCSU, and his two brothers 
graduated from the university. 
The Henrys’ son, William, is a 
freshman there studying engi- 
neering. 

The news is being cheered 


by alumni and students. 

“For the university, I have to 
believe that it’s such a mo- 
mentous occasion because this 
tower is on our rings, it’s on 
our stationery, it’s on our 
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Downtown Raleigh's skyline rises behind the N.C. State bell tower on Hillsborough Street. A recent gift to the university will pay to install 
bells 70 years after the Memorial Belltower was completed. The tower's chimes now are electronically produced. 


Donors answer call to help NCSU 
landmark tower finally get bells 


street signs, it’s everywhere,” 
said Matt Robbins, who has 
two NCSU diplomas, including 
a 2009 graduate degree in 
architecture. “It literally stands 
for N.C. State.” 

Robbins became known as 
“the bell guy” when he was 
part of a grassroots student 
campaign to raise money for 
the bells a decade ago. The 
fundraising effort was popular, 
but in the end only brought in 
enough money for five bells. 

The other 49 will come in 
the next two to three years as 
part of an extensive reno- 
vation. The project includes a 
stairwell to the top of the tow- 
er, where a lightning strike 
knocked a chunk of the tower 
off in 2009, and repairs to the 
ground-level shrine room, 
which has suffered water dam- 
age over time. The surround- 
ing plaza will be upgraded and 
named Henry Square. 

The amount of the donation 
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